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October 14, 2018; Year B, Proper 23 

Texts: Hebrews 4:12-16;  Mark 10:17-31 

 

From today’s second lesson. The letter to the Hebrews.  

The word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing until it divides 

soul from spirit, joints from marrow; (the word of God) is able to judge the thoughts and intentions 

of the heart. 

When we allow ourselves the time and space to engage scripture, it holds us accountable, pierces the 

illusions we have of ourselves, judges our thoughts and intentions so that we can perhaps find a way 

to be honest with ourselves and with God. That’s both the gift and the challenge of our sacred texts. 

They can be hard to hear. And, they can hold us accountable.  

And just in case you think you might not quite be ready to allow the word of God to pierce your 

soul and spirit, divide your joints from your marrow, well, too late. I just read aloud that difficult 

story from Mark’s gospel.  

The man runs up to Jesus. Good Teacher, how do I get the sort of life you’re talking about? This 

kingdom of God thing.  I do everything I am supposed to do, follow the commandments, I love my 

parents, I haven’t committed adultery, I don’t steal or lie.  

You can almost see Jesus nodding, rubbing his beard, thinking for minute.  Jesus looked at him and 

loved him, the gospel writer says. I suspect Jesus saw right into his heart. Then there’s one more 

thing, Jesus says, not looking down and rubbing his beard now, but looking straight into the young 

man’s eyes, right into his soul. Sharper than a two-edge sword. You have to sell everything you have 

and give the money to the poor.  

The man walks away, and Jesus tells the rest of them standing around that it is easier for a camel to 

go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.  

This lesson, as with so much of what Jesus says, is really is about life now. How do we live the life 

Jesus is calling us to. How do we a life of resurrection every day.   

I think for many, if not  most, of us, this Gospel lesson has the power to cut us open and pierce our 

hearts. To cause us to ask, “Is Jesus talking to me.” am I rich man in the story. Because after all, if 

the median income worldwide is less than $10,000 a year, and the median income in Chatham 
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County is $51,000, then most, but not all of us, are on the wealthy side of scale. And so if Jesus is 

talking to us, what do we do?  

Well, first of all, don’t assume that you are to run out and sell everything and give it the poor. Jesus 

was talking to a particular person. A person whose soul Jesus was able to see. Jesus saw that the 

barrier to the man’s living in the Kingdom of God was his attachment to his money and his 

possessions. Jesus gave him a clear path to live into the Kingdom of God and the man walked away  

Jesus offers resurrection. A new life emerging from the skin and bones of the old, dead life. And the 

man said no.  

Now, back to you and me. How might we engage this conversation with Jesus ourselves. How hard 

is it for us to get our individual camels through the eye of that needle?  

I don’t presume to have all the answers for myself or for you, but let me briefly share with you how 

my family and I work to not let our money and our possessions keep us from living into the 

Kingdom of God.  

For about the last 25 years, we’ve practiced the tithe. And when I say practice, I mean practice. As in 

not quite there, but trying. We started at 2% I think. And right now. we don’t hit 10%, which is the 

biblical minimum, not the final goal. But it’s a good start and we’re working on it. This year we are at 

around 9% and I suspect we’ll stay there while our son is still in college.  

Here’s how that works for us. A percentage of our income goes out the door. Right off the top. For 

the work of the Kingdom of God. about 3/4 of our giving, of that 9%, goes to St. Peter’s for the 

Vestry and Finance committee to plan for and spend for the work of the kingdom here. Right now, 

that’s $7,900. We do this percentage thing, so the number is rarely an even amount.  

The other 1/4 goes to a whole lot of different things: we give some money to the Ossabaw 

Foundation because they are doing good work protecting this little corner of God’s creation. We 

give to the Diocese of Ga, because the bishop and his staff do important work all over the southern 

half of Georgia with quite a small a budget. We give some money to my seminary because they work 

hard to make sure their graduates don’t come out of seminary with a lot of debt. We support an 

organization those does research into Lyme Disease because that’s been such a difficult part of our 

family’s life for the past 10 years and want to make sure a cure is found. We support the Savannah 

Music Festival and the Telfair Museum because art and music feed the soul. We support the food 

pantry at the parish church in Sewanee, TN because our son spends time there serving the poor and 
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hungry of that community as part of the University’s relationship their neighbors.  

I share that with you for several reasons: One, it might be helpful for you as you think about your 

own giving, not just to St. Peter’s, but all of it. Percentage giving might have some resonance with 

you, particularly if it’s not currently part of your spiritual practice and journey.  Second, most of the 

income in my household is the stipend I receive from your offerings. Your generosity encourages 

and supports my generosity. I want to be transparent about that. I trust you and I’m grateful to you 

and I think it’s important for you to know how I see these matters of money.  

And third, and perhaps the most important – it’s definitely the most helpful part for me-- the tithe 

frees us from worrying about 9% of our money. We turn it over to God and to people we trust to 

use it wisely. For the building up of the Kingdom of God. It’s part of how my family and I practice 

resurrection and new life.  

 

 

This week, you will be receiving this beautifully done brochure and pledge card in the mail. I ask that 

you read it closely and see how your generosity is helping to build up the Kingdom of God here…at 

St. Peter’s…on Skidaway Island…in Savannah and beyond. I also ask that you think about your own 

giving, to the church, to the other organizations you support that are doing God’s work in the 

world. Estimate the percentage of your total income that goes out the door. Compare it to this 

biblical minimum of 10%. Perhaps you are exactly where you need to be. Or maybe the percentage 

of overall giving needs to increase. After you’ve thought about and prayed about it, decide a 

percentage of that percentage to commit to the ministry of St. Peter’s as a part of how you Engage! 

in 2019.  

The Vestry, as the stewards of our common purse, will calculate our estimated giving for 2019. 

Then, with the help of the Finance Committee, build our ministry budget for the coming year. 

 


