
 
 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church / Vestry Minutes, March 24, 2020 

Approved via email 3/31/2020  

 

Members in attendance:  Hal Evans, Kathy Field, Bob Gilbert, Debbie Giordan, Chris Goode, Kathryn 
McLearn, David Neises, Kim Ribbens, Paul Soderberg, Jim Toedtman, Adrienne Willaims, Rev. Hunt 
Priest, Rev. Kelly Steele. 

Also attending: Doug Eberle, Finance Chair; Emilie Miller, Clerk 

The meeting was called to order at 5:33 pm.  The meeting was held via Zoom to accommodate social 
distancing. 

Hunt began the meeting by asking three questions for all to ponder: 

 What are you most afraid of? 

 What is grounding you? 

 What do you need from God? 

The group shared their concerns as an opening prayer. 

Debbie led a reciting of the Vestry Covenant. 

Consent Agenda: 

The February minutes were approved by email. 

Appointment of Hal Evans to fill Ned Smith’s seat on the vestry was approved unanimously. 

Rector’s Report 

Hunt talked about how the organization is focusing on worship services to hold the community together.  
He stated that there was currently at least one on-line gathering each day.  Chris Goode has offered to 
set up cameras in the sanctuary to allow streaming of services.  This requires an investment of between 
$600 and $1,000.  A motion was made to approve the expenditure with a request to the Endowment 
Committee to fund it.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

Hunt discussed pastoral care – he is currently visiting with the most critical of parishioners.  Calls from 
the Vestry members are serving to keep everyone in touch. 

It is unclear how long the staff will be allowed to come to the Church to work.  For now, everyone is 
coming in one day a week to do what cannot be done from home. 

Hunt announced that there would be special liturgies on Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday and Easter. 



 
 

 

Church Administration: 

Financial: 

Bob reported that January and February were the best months in recent history.  Income was over 
budget by $100,000.  However, we now need to do contingency planning to account for the drop off in 
plate offerings while services are curtailed.  Bob suggested a note from the treasurer reminding people 
of the need to continue pledge payments to keep the Church on solid footing.  Adrienne suggested that 
the mailed in contributions be blessed during the Sunday service as a visible reminder to all. 

The installation of a drop box by the front door is underway to allow for items to be dropped off rather 
than mailed. 

The entire staff has been requested to hold off on non-essential expenses. 

It was pointed out that Church staff are not normally eligible for unemployment insurance so any cut 
back in staff would have severe consequences. 

Church Property: 

Paul reported on three small projects that are in the planning stage.  Art Chapel has offered to fertilize 
the grounds for a cost of $200.  The exterior pipes for the new AC units need to be insulated for a cost of 
$1200.  Both requests were approved unanimously for immediate implementation. 
 
The request to wash the sanctuary windows inside and out ($1500) and at the same time to do some 
minor power washing ($500) was approved but postponed until after the pollen season completes. 
 
Church Mission/Ministry: 

Debbie discussed the Vestry Points of Contact.  She asked Vestry members to be in touch with the chairs 
of their areas to document plans for the year.  She asked that these be sent to her to include in the 
document for publication. 

It was stressed that Internal relationships were very important now.  The Vestry calls to parishioners 
were well received and they will continue. 

There was a discussion about cancelling the Market for 2021 but that decision was postponed until the 
beginning of June. 

Closing: 

Kelly led A Prayer for St. Peter’s by Rev. William Foley.  

Hunt led A Night Prayer from Evening Prayer and Compline. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:03. 



 
 

 

The next Vestry meeting is April 28 at 5:30pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Emilie Miller, Vestry Clerk 


